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dimly conscious; (2) that subsequently great advantages
accrued to organisms in which these mental processes
cohered and coalesced and became continuous and
centralised, until they culminated in self-consciousness.
There is a fatal facility and engaging modernity about
arguments of this sort, and they bring out an important
aspect of the truth. For it is not too much to say, that
every step in the development of our axioms, including
even the steps hypothetically conceived to precede con-
sciousness, could be plausibly formulated in terms of
survival-value. But though it might be easy in this way
to enlist the support of the biologically-minded, I prefer
to conduct the argument on a higher and more philo-
sophic plane, in order to avoid even the appearance of
the varepov irpbrepov which is inevitably involved in
every derivation of consciousness.

In assuming consciousness, moreover, we are bound to
assume also the characteristic features whereby it is
psychologically described, ^. its continuity, coherence,
conativeness, and purposiveness. It should be observed
further that in pointing out these characteristics of
consciousness, we are not attempting to define
consciousness. For why should we court failure by
propounding an inevitably inadequate formula, to contain
and constrain that which embraces all existence,
generates all formulas, uses them and casts them aside in
its victorious development? Whoever is possessed of
consciousness himself will recognise to what in him
the description of consciousness refers; unless he were
capable of this, the most exhaustive definitions would
impinge on him in vain and without conveying a glimmer
of meaning. That consciousness is a psychic fact
therefore I shall assume; what it is, I must leave to my
reader's own consciousness to inform him. I have then
in consciousness a TTOV <rr& of psychic fact beyond which
we neither can nor need go.

Nor I think need we allow the objection to perturb
us that our present conception of consciousness may be
miserably inadequate. In view of its continuing develop-